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PoBLIsneD ſome obſervations on the treat- 

ment of Ruptures, at the end of my eſ- 
ſay on the Diſtorted Spine, which were intend- 
ed to ſhew the impracticability of curing rup- 
| tures by any other means than the application 
of truſſes; and 1 propoſed to add ſome eaſes 
to that publication, to ſhew the importance 
of ſome improvements I had made in the 
conſtruction of truſſes; but as thoſe obſer⸗ 
vations were not properly arranged, I thought 
adding more to them would rather increaſe 
the difficulty, than have a tendency to throw 
that Light upon the ſubject which it may be 
capable of receiving; and other reaſons in- 
duced me to decline publiſhing any caſes at 
all. 1 therefore thought it would be better 
to methodize the former obſervations, 
and only explain the principles upon-which 
the different kinds of trufles act, in order to 
ſhew the ſuperiority of mine: this I have en- 
deavoured to do in the following pamphlet; 
in which thoſe improvements are now made 
4 publis 5 
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25 1. at NF "ON receive that judgment 


| which mY * be thought to deſerve. 


Tas medical reader, who turns over hk ” 


1 may cenſure it, becauſe it contains 
no new information relative to the diforder, 
Ih be attention that has been paid to the diſ- 
order, by gentlemen whoſe works are in 
every ones hands, as well as the opportuni- 
ties every medical man has to ſee the opinions 
of thofe gentlemen 'confirmed by anatomical 


demonſtration, renders it difficult, if at al! 


practicable, to give them any information on 
the ſubject; but are they the only men Who 


te quire ſuch information? The patient who 


reads in a newſpaper, that he may be as cer- 

| tainly cured of a rupture as of any other dife 
order, by a member of the corporation of 

ſurgeons, may credit ſuch aſſertions, if they. 

are not informed of the fallacy of ſuch pre- 

| tenders : it is neceſſary to put patients upon - 


their guard againſt ſuch deceptions; this is | 


all I intended to do on the preſent oceaſion; 
- the. medical reader determine whether : 

| pom been ſucceſsful. „„ 
To 
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To Mr. Brand 1 make no apology for the | 
freedom with which I have examined his opi- 


nions : his own conduct forced me into the 


field, and a continuation of the fame conduct | 


has obliged me to continue there : : I was 


engaged in the diſpute contrary to my incli- 
nations, and he will therefore have the ſatiſ- 


faction to reflect that he is indebted to him- 


ſelf alone, for all the honour he "oy gain by | 


the conteſt. „ 


Tux beginning of my diſpute with this 
man is well known, but the latter part of it 


has not been ſo generally underſtood; for 
; this reaſon I ſhall embrace the preſent op- 
portunity to fay a few words upon that ſub- 


f ject. I believe all thoſe who read Brand's 


Chirurgical Eſſays *, have agreed in thinking 


* I haye juſt been e that a ſecond edition of { 
this work i is to be ſpeedily publithed ; and by an unlucky 


aſſociation of ideas, that have no connection in nature, 
J recolle& that the celebrated Mr. Curll was known to 
print a new title page to every ſcore of copies he ſold, 


and thus multiply one edition into ten. It appears by 


the advertiſement, that this edition is to be dedicated to 
Meſirs. Hunter, Cruikſhank, Hoſſack, and Fordyce: 

the wn of I, a {mall e to ſo many pa- 
trons 


1 


E96. "> * 
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f chat every man in my profeſſion muſt have 
been the character of an ignorant, preſuming 5 


impoſtor if that publication had not been 


anſwered: it was my chance to examine it . 
firſt in public; Brand did not chuſe to confide 


in his own ſtrength ſo far as to anſwer my re- 
marks, and determined to ſettle the diſpute 


according to law ; he did ſo, and obtained a 
verdict. Ag 


Ir was ee to ſuppoſe that when he 


had obtained a victory in bis oon ws he 


trons is quite new, and cannot be cafily accounted for ; 
it cannot be to protect the work, becauſe if its own me- 


- Tit will not ſupport it, their names will be infufficient | 


for the purpoſe: it is moſt probably to inform the world 


of their friendſhip for the author, or his for them. I 


will not give an opinion upon the exiſtence of that 
friendſhip, or the neceſſity of ſuch a teſtimony of it; 
but the action of the mind is not eaſily reſtrained. The 


ſame unlucky aſſociation of ideas reminds me of the | 
following paſſage in Swift's account of an inundation 


that ſwept away the contents of a farm yard: 
A ball of new-drop't horſe” s dung, | 
Mingling with apples in the throng, 
* Says to a pippin, plump and prim —— 
See, brother, how we apples ſwim !”” 
So Lambe, renown'd for cutting corns, 
An offer'd fee from Ratcliffe ſcorns: 
Not for the world; WE DOCTORS, brother, 
« Muſt take no fees from one another.” 5 
e . would 


v 5 


Kia have been ſatisfied and let the lr 
ſink into oblivion ; but inſtead of doing ſo, 
he attempted to triumph in public over thoſe he 
affected to treat as if they were beneath his 
notice : his attorney cauſed paragraphs to be 
inſerted in the newſpapers that were calculated 
to give a falſe idea of the proceedings, and to 
involve Gentlemen in the conſequences, who 
were not concerned in the affair: I thought 
myſelf obliged to contradict theſe ; I did ſo in 
a letter addrefſed to the printers and ſigned 
5 with my name : this was a bitter pill to ſwal- 
low, becauſemy aſſertions were incontrover- 5 
tible, and Brand thought 1 it neceſſary to inva- 

lidate them if poſſible; ; for this purpoſe he of- 
fered an anonymous paragraph to the printer 
of one morning paper who refuſed to inſert it 
0 ſigned with his: name, a condition Brand 
did not chuſe to accede to, and therefore it was 
not printed: another printer, however, who 
was leſs ſcrupulous than the firſt, did publiſh 
an account of the proceedings, which pre- 


tended to correct the inaccuracigs of the for- 
mer, 


n viii 7. 


mer, in . to 4 Juſtice, to Mr. Brand this had 
no ſignature, but upon enquiry F found i it was. . 
7 paid for by the ſame attorney that inſerted the 

former, tho he did not think proper to let the 
public know that the inaccurate accounts were 

ordered to be publiſhed by himſelf: of this 1 
took no notice; and fince that time a perſon 


whom nobody knows has advertiſed a reyiew. 
of my remarks: I think it is evident that no 


. - indifferent perſon would engage in ſuch a diſ- 


pute; this pſeudo reviewes is probably hired for 


the purpoſe, and if I may judge of the agent 
by the principal, there is no reaſon to expect 


more truth from the critique rhan has been 


ſhewn in the paragraphs : it cannot be ſuppo- 
ſed that he will examine thoſe parts of the re- 


marks that are not in favour of his employer, 
Jag) ſo much attention as he will thoſe which 


: there is every reaſon to believe he will 


ny notice of none but the latter, therefore 1 


ſhall now make ſome extracts that will : 


throw ſome light on the former fide of the 


queſtion. 
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. 5 5 c I THINK 


£962 I THINK this: any may be reduced 
ee to a ſingle point 3 IC 02 well known and 
4 eſtabliſhed fact, that ruptures c can be cured 


« by no other means than the application of | 
5 3 . truſſes, therefore Mr. Brand's claim to 

excellence in this profeſſion muſt reſt prin- 
ce cipally NPE his ſuperior {kill i in makin thoſe 


000 bandages.” The following paſſages will 
 thew the Juſtice | of bis pretenſions to that ſu- 


Win. 
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K. «Mr. Brand's Ather was a e eentinal | 
in | bis late Majeſty” 5 ſervice, from whence he 
was diſcharged on account of a rupture that 


rendered him unfit for duty. As he was really 
a gentleman, i. e. bred to nota e, he enga- 
ged! in the ſervice of a cutter, at Wapping, in 
quality o of turn-wheel : here, during the inter- 


vals of his employment, he learnt the uſe of 


their working tools, , and. by dint of labour and 
patience. made himſelf a truſs, mote in 


imitation of that wy wore for his diſorder. 


was natural for him to think he was as 3 


qualified to make truſſes for others as himſelf; 
i + : for 


i 


* 1 
„ — 3 


* 95 


fer this. reaſon 1 left the 1 ond; com- 


menced truſs-maker; and ſo far I think has 


great! merit; for any man, who can raiſe him- 


ſelf in the world by honourable means, de- ö 


ſerves public encouragement. He was patro- 


uized by ſeveral gentlemen of the faculty, who, 
teeing him induſtrious, recommended him to 
conſiderable buſmeſs THEY great change, hows 


ever {con appeared in his behaviour, for he no 
| fooner found himſelf able to live better than 


the ordinary ſons of Mars, than ambi- | 
tion fired his mind, and he reſolved to 


engroſs the wole buſineſs to himſelf; for this 
laudable purpoſe, he pretended to be the firſt 


inventor of Elaftic Truffles, purchaſed a pa- 
tent to ſecure the ſale of them to himſelf, and 


proſecuted ſeveral rruſs-makers for pirating | 


his invention. 


8 Ox the wk of ang of theſe We (Brand = 
againſt Reid) it was unluckily proved, that a 


Mr. Blakey *, the firſt man who made them 
in England, and acknowledged that he * 
wende the invention from Paris, had fold 


» T hayea pamphlet written and publiſhed by Blakey, 


ju 1764, in which he ſays, he firſt made the invention 


public in 1733. I have likewiſe truſſes made by him, 
and others by old Brand, which are ard ſame in red”, 
* but e $ are * beſt. | 


elaſtic 


© W * 
elaſtic truſſes near thirty years before the date 


of Mr. Brand's patent, that reſembled his in 
every reſpect but one they were much better: 
it was proved too, that ſevetal truſs- makers of 


eſtabliſhed reputation had made them in the 


ſame manner ever ſince Mr. Blakey introduced 
them. Mr. Brand was caſt, and of courſe 


the patent declared to be an impoſition. 


I was much ſurpriſed, when told this was 


conſidered as a reflection upon Brand, on ac- 


count of his father: my only intention was 


to ſhew that the father was proved to be an 


impoſtor ; therefore it was incumbent on the 
ſon to make good his pretenſions to the ſope- 
riority he claims, by proving that his truſſes 


were not the ſame as his father's; if they were, 


they could not be better than any others. To 
prove it was neither falſe, malicious, or ſcan- 
dalous, I need only obſerve, it was not in- 
cluded' in Brand's declaration; - in which he 


: only charges me with injuring the fale of 


certain machines conſtructed by him, and 
which are commonly called, Fe Elaſtic 
Truſſes. 


— 


"+ 


i I SHALL now preſent the reader with the 


opinions of two e . which 
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are. intended to thats the 4 2 of Mr. 
Brand s Elaſtic Truffles, 5 , 


C Tu HE E firſt ſays, * I have "ks e -oftarices 


c where Mr. Brand's Elaſtic Truſſes have been 


6 ſucceſsful, when others have failed. 5 
6 (Signed) EDWARD Barry.” 


WII I Mr. Brand fay ek this crtifl- 
cate was given to him or his father? Sir Ed- 
ward has been dead ſeveral years: he died even 
before Old Brand's patent was proved to be an 


impoſition. If Sir Edward meant to ſay, he 
thought Mr. Brand's truſſes were a new in- 


vention, and better than all others, and gave 


it to the father, it is evident that he was im- 
poſed upon: if he gave it to the ſon for the 


ſame purpoſe, it proves that be really had a 
new and improved method of making truſſes, 


while his father was impoſing upon t the pubs 


lic by falſe pretences. If he had this inven- 


tion, why did not he produce it, to new that 
he did not deſerve the cenſure that juſtly fell 
| Upon his father? Why was it nat produced 


during his father's life, who died ſome years af- 


Sir Edward Barry's deceaſe? Or why has 


det Mr. Br and's Roms Wein been 
= demon- 


{ ili. 


demonſtrated to the preſent moment, by ſome- 
thing more than his own 7þ/ſe dixit ? Could 


the the truth of this affair be diſcovered, I 


fancy it would appear, that that this certifi= 
cate was one of thoſe procured by Old Brand, 


to ſupport his pretenſions, when he firſt 
ſtarted bis project; and that when the ſon de- 
termined to publiſh (as he has ſhewn no proofs 


of his ſuperiority) he thought it was as con- 


venient to make uſe of this (which, as it was 


given to a Mr. Brand, would paſs current 
with the public) as to apply to the medical 
gentlemen of the day, who are too well ac- 
quainted with the Patent Elaftic Trufſes to 
ſupport them with their names. 


6 Tuts ee will have che 8 of 


truth, unleſs Mr. Brand can prove that he has 
obtained a patent ſince his father's was de- 
clared to be of no value; 3 f this 1 is the caſe, 


how could Sir Edward Barry give his opinion 


of the efficiency” of the invention ſome 


years after he was in his grave? But even 


ſuppoſe Mr. Brand can ſurmount all thefe 


_ difficulties, and prove the certificate was given 
to Himſelf only, what does Sir Edward ſay 
in 7 95 fayour —that he has ſeen Mr, Brand's 
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truſſes ſometimes eee when a 4 
failed $6} 1 


E at is the opinion of her gentle- = 


man, who. ſays, He has often ſeen Mr. 


te Brand's Elaſtic Truſſes, which he thinks 


are conſtructed on a more efficient Princi- 
te ple, and conſequently are more important 


cc to the ſafety of the patient than any he has 5 


« ſeen.” There is no reaſon to doubt this 
gentleman's authority, which he certainly 
does not intend to go beyond his own practice, 
as he does not ſay no man can make them ſo 
well as Mr. Brand, nor does he ſay he has 
ſeen the works of every man of the ſame 
profeſſion; and I am convinced that gentleman 
would not have ſuffered his name to come be- 


FE: fore the public, had he thought it would have 


been brought to ſupport the pretenſions of a 
man who * given 1 no e of 5 Ao gone | 


ler it. 


Mr. BRAND 85 adyiſes his patients 


not to Wear their truſſes too long, 66 becauſe 


- 1 have a fact to produce, that will POR Sir Ed- 
war@'s opinion: for many years before his death, and of 
courſe at the time this certificate was given, Sir Edward 


Barry himſelf bad a rupture, and conſtantly wore truiles 
that were made by my tather, 


© their 


* 


Ko « their ir elaſticity may be deſtroyed;” and, p. 77 
he mentions a patient © that carried his truſs 


to a man who ſpoiled it by new lining it, 
«« for when done it did not keep up his rupture 


4 ag uſual.” If was inclined to inſet theſe 


parts of Mr. Brand's pamphlet merelyfrom my 
own profeſſional knowledge, 1 ſhould fiy they 
were falſe and deſtitute of foundation; becauſe 
the utility of the truſs depends upon the good 
neſs of the ſpring, and every man who is ac- 
quainted with the manufactory of fteel, knows 
that nothing but fire can deprive that of its 
temper, and of courſe the elaſticity of a good 
truſs will remain till its fpring is broken: but 


before I would pretend to determine the truth 


of this part of Brand's pamphlet, I examined | 
ſome of his truſſes, ard diſcovered that ſome 
parts of the ſpring were made of thin iron, 


therefore I can eaſily believe that heir elaſtici- 
ty may be deſtroyed, and. that the truſs he 
mentions was altered as he deſcribes.” 


Wurnx the leader is informed, that 


theſe and ſeveral other parts of the remarks 


paſſed through the ordeal of a trial in 


the court of King's Bench, uncontroverted, 
and unimpeached : he may aſk, if they could 
brave all the dangers of a law ſuit, what could 


thoſe parts of the pamphlet be, which incur- 


red 
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C 
WE a wad cenſure ?/ It was thoſe” ini whith 1 
had drawn the concluſions I thought moſt de- 
ducible from theſe and many other facts, ” 
which I now find to be unlawful. The 7rut 
is in ſome caſes a /ibel, and to ſpeak; or write 
a libel is puniſhable by the law : I have not 
heard that this puniſhment extends to 7hinhing 
the truth, therefore I ſhall draw no concluſions 
on the preſent occaſion, but leave every reader 
to form his own opinions. I have only to re- 
queſt that the intended reviewer will pay ſome 
attention to thoſe extracts in his critique, to 
conſider the whole of his employer's conduct, 
and then (if it is conſiſtent with his feelings) 
I adviſe him to adopt the whole of the fol- 
lowing line for his motto, inſtead of the firſt 
part of it which he has yr made uſe of for 
that purpoſe, 


« Let the galled jade wince, our Withers are umyrung. 
| = HAMLET, | 


SHELDRAKE, Jox 
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TREATMENT or RUPTURES, &e. 


FI HE diſeaſe called Hernia, Deſcent, or 
1 Rupture, is a tumour formed by a 
portion of the abdominal viſcera, which is 


protruded through an aperture made in ſome _ 


of the containing parts of the abdomen ; it is 


different both in ſize and contents, in different 


patients: ſome have laboured under this diſ- 


caſe without knowing they have had it; 


others have had it for years without feeling 


any inconvenience beſides what was occa- 


ſioned by its bulk ; and in many caſes it has 


been known to prove fatal in a very ſhort 
time after its appearance. | 
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Pxor lx of every age and ſituation in life 
are liable to be afflicted with this diſeaſe, but 
they are by no means equally ſubje& to it. 


It has been generally, though falſely aſſerted, 
that the laborious part of mankind are moſt 


frequently troubled with ruptures; but ex- 


perience, as well as reflexion upon the cauſes 


of this diſorder, induce me to ſay, the con- 


trary is the fact. The general cauſes of rup- 
tures are two; partial weaknefs, or a very re- 
laxed habit of body will frequently occaſion 
them, and they are often produced by ſudden 


_. or. uncommon exertions. = 


"II the lower claſſes of people lead a 


very laborious life, they undergo, with caſe 


to themſelves, a degree of labour that would 
require the greateſt exertions from men who 


were -not accuſtomed to the ſame way of 


living, becauſe they are inured to it from 
their infancy, and their conſtitutions acquire Poo 


proportionable ſtrength : their. lives form a 


| kind of routine, which they go throu gh 3 


Out 


1 * 


£47. 


out exertion or inconvenience ; or, when 


obliged to exert themſelves, their uncommon 
ſtrength enables them to do ſo with very little 


danger: for this reaſon the laborious part of 
the community are comparatively but ſeldom 
troubled with ruptures, and no men leſs ſo 
than the chairmen and brewers ſervants but | 


men who live in eaſe, who ſeldom exert 
themſelves, and are very much debilitated 
and relaxed, frequently get ruptures from the 


moſt trifling accidents, and often without 
knowing when they happened. 1 have known 


a rupture produced by the ſtarting of a horſe, 
drawing a cork from a bottle, and many ac- 
cidents that are equally trifling, to appear- 
_ ance, though too numerous to be particularly 
deſcribed : no people are more ſubject to rup- 
tures than the gentlemen 1 in the W eſt-Indies, 


+ Theſe are numerous ſets of people ; I have en- 


quired of feveral gentlemen who are, and have been in 
the moſt extenſive practice, and could only hear of two | 


inſtances of ruptures in men of either of thoſe callings. 
I yo never ſeen one my ſelf, 
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Nen 
and the inhabitants of Italy and other warm 
countries, for the moſt obvious reaſons. 


4 In may be faid that the worſt ruptures are 
frequently to be found among ſeafaring peo- 
ple r ; and this aſſertion may be mentioned 
as an objection to my argument ; but I think 
if a little attention is paid to the ſubject, it 
will appear to be more in favour of, than 
againſt it: the life of a failor is not uni- 

formly laborious, it is a life of frequent and 


violent exertion; and as they are fo fre- 


quently obliged to exert themſelves much 
beyond their natural ſtrength, it is not ſur- 
priſing that they often get ruptures: as this 
generally happens when they are at ſea, there- 


fore can have no aſſiſtance, and are beſides 


_ obliged to perſeyere in their labour ; ar repiti- 


tion of the exertion that produced, will con- 


tinvually increaſe the diſorder ; this is the con- 


ſequence of neglect in every caſe, therefore 


See Brand's Eſſays. . 
| . ſhould 


— Ce). 

| ſhould not be attributed particularly to them: 

I believe, that if an exact calculation could be 
made, it would appear that ruptures are leſs 8 

: frequent among ſailors, in proportion to their 

numbers, than they are amang any other ſet 

of men. 


TRE inguinal and ſcrotal hernia are by : 
much the moſt common ; caſes of the femo- 

ral hernia ſeldom occur; but, except the in- 
: guinal, the umbilical rupture is the moſt fre- 
quent; the ventral hernia is likewiſe very 
common : they generally contain a portion of 
the omentum, of the inteſtine, or both; and 
other viſcera have ſometimes been found in 
them. Other diſeaſes may be miſtaken for 
ruptures, though on a ſuperficial examination 
the reſemblance is not ſo perfect but that any 
man may, by proper attention to various cir- 
| cumſtances, be able to diſtinguiſh them from 

each other: it is of the greateſt importance 
that this ſhould be done, . becauſe when diſ- 
eaſes are different in their nature, they require 

| | very 
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very different treatment ; and if the treat- 
ment that is proper for one, is applied to any 

other of theſe diſeaſes, it not only becomes 
improper, but wall frequently 1 the 
moſt fatal conſequences, 


{. 


Taz inguinal rupture comes out of the 
abdomen, through the aperture in the tendon | 
of the obliquius externus muſcle, along with 
the ſpermatic veſſels in men, and the liga- 
ment uteri in women; it forms at firſt a 
{mall tumour in the groin; but, if neglected, 
it proceeds gradually in the ſame direction 


* 


with the ſpermatic veſſels, or ligamenti uteri, 


till it deſcends to the bottom of the ſcrotum 


or labia. At its firſt appearance it forms a 


ſmall tumour in the groin, which is ſome- 


times miſtaken for a bubo ; but as it increaſes 


in fize, it takes on a different appearance, and 
is often confounded with other diſeaſes : if 
it is compoſed of omentum only, it feels 


flabby, unequal, is eaſily compreſſible, and at 
firſt 1s generally free from on: but as a 


greater | 


„„ 
greater portion of the omentum deſcends, its 
action upon the ſtomach will ſometimes cauſe | 
_ nauſea and a deſire to vomit, although there 
is no appearance of ſtricture; if it is of the in- 
teſtine, it will ſeem firmer to the touch, and 
its figure will be more uniform; if it con- 

| tains both inteſtine and omentum, its appear- | 
/ ance will partake of both the former: the firſt 
” ſometimes confounded with the varicocele, 
: the latter with the hydrocele, or hernia hu- 
moralis, though they are eaſily diſtinguiſhed 
from each other, becauſe the varicocele being 
a relaxation of the ſpermatic veſſels, is in- 
ſeparably attached. to the teſticle; but the 
teſticle is generally to be felt diſtin from 
an omental hernia, even when that is not 
returnable ; beſides, the rupture is always 
perceptible at ĩts exit from the abdomen, and 
the varicocele ſeldom extends ſo high: the 
bydrocele ſeldom extends ſo high as the ring 
of the abdominal muſcle, and always ten- 
ders it impoſſible to feel the teſticle in the 
bottom /of it; tivo circumſtances which will 5 
$614 SY always 


Iv 


always diſtinguiſh it from the true hernia: 


and the gonorrhea, which generally precedes 


it, beſides the pain and enlargement of the 
teſticle, as well as many other ſymptoms, 
| will always diſtinguiſh the hernia humoralis 


ſo effectually, that nothing but the greateſt 
inattention can render it poſſible for any man 5 


who is at all acquainted with the diſorder 
to miſtake it for a rupture. 


1 it 1s eaſy for the practitioner to 
diſtinguiſh the inguinal rupture from any of 
the diſeaſes which are generally miſtaken 


for it, it is ſometimes complicated with ſome - 


of thoſe diſeaſes; this renders the diſtinction, 8 
as well as the method of treating the diſorder, | 
more difficult. I have ſeen an inteſtinal 


| Hernia, and an encyſted hydrocele of the 


tunica communis in the ſame patient, and 


on the ſame fide; and I have ſeen an omen= 
tal rupture and a large varicocele under the 


ſame circumſtances. This caſe is particu- 


| larly diſgreeable, becauſe it is s well known 


that 


& 10 


that any preſſure upon the ſpermatic veſſels 


will increaſe the varicocele, and the preſſure 
of a truſs is nen, neceſſary to * ap 
the rupture. „ EE 


Tas femoral rupture paſſes out of the 
abdomen under poupart's ligament, in the 
ſame direction with the crural artery and 
vein, from which circumſtance it takes one of 
its names, and forms a tumour in the upper 
and fore part of the thigh; ; its contents are 
the ſame with thoſe of the inguinal rupture; 
its ſituation renders it much more difficult to 


return it to, and keep it in Its place ; and from 


the ſame cauſe 1 believe it is ſeldom, - 1f ever 


radically cured : _ conſidering theſe circum- 


ſtances, it is fortunate for patients that it 


very ſeldom occurs in practice. 


Tux ventral hernia may appear in almoſt 
any point of the fore part of the belly; but 
Mr. Pott ſays, it is moſt frequently found in 


or between the recti mulſcles ; it conſiſts of a 
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portion of the omentum or Bete tee . 


ſometimes occaſioned by violent blows, it is 
a diſeaſe that ſeldom occurs, it ſhould be ro- 
"duced and retained in its place by a proper 
truſs, and 1 believe 1s leſs frequently fatal 
than ny other kind of . 


| l exomphalus, wnbitical, or navel rup- 


ture, takes its name from its fituation, and 


like the others generally contains a portion 
of the omentum, or inteſtines, or both, but 
other viſcera are ſometimes found in them; | 
it is not ſo frequently ſtrangulated as other 
| hernia are; though patients, labouring under 


it, ſometinies find its conſequences to be 


equally fatal: I believe many of thoſe people 


who are ſaid to die of a mortification in the 
| bowels, at an advanced time of life, have that 


5 mortification brou ht on * old, negleded 


navel ruptures. 


InranTs are very ſubject to this kind of 
rupture, but it is generally cured in a ſhort 


4 * I | 

time by the uſe of a proper bandage : women, 
particularly thoſe who have borne children, 
are moſt ſubje to it ; and it is often found 
in men who are far advanced in life, but ſel- 
dom, if ever, in young men. People of each 
ſex, and every age, are liable to have the in- 

guinal or femoral ruptures, though not in the 
ſame degree, I believe there are at leaſt 
thirty men to one woman Who is affected 
with it. 


_ Warn a rupture is recent, has formed 


no adheſions, and is eaſily returned into the 


' abdomen, if a proper truſs is applied to keep 
it there, the patient has nothing to fear from 
its conſequences, even if a radical cure is not 


effected: but if it has been neglected, if the 


parts have formed adheſions to the hernial ſac, 
or to each other, it will not be returnable, it 


muſt always remain in the ſcrotum, it will 
be continually increaſing; and beſides the 


poſſible danger from extreme violence, it 18 
ever moment liable to become ſtrangulated, 
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Ta): 
and when this event takes place, nothing 
but the operation can ſave the patient 8 _ | 


1 


A rupture may become ſtrangulated at 
any period from the firſt moment of its ap- 
pearance, bus when this happens in recent 
BY | hernia the danger is leſs, beauſe in many 
caſes the ſtricture may be eaſily removed; 
when that is done, the parts forming the 
rupture may be returned into the abdomen, Z 
and if conſtantly kept there by a proper 
truſs, the patient will be out of danger : 
; But the caſe is very different when adheſions 
are formed between the parts forming. the 
rupture, or between thoſe parts and the her- 
nial ſac: becauſe, reduction of the rupture 
is neceſſary to enſure the patient's ſafety, 
vhich reduction cannot be effected till thoſe 
adheſions are divided, 0 which can only be 
done in performing the operation: beſides, 
as the rings of the abdominal muſcles are 


open, the moſt trifling action may force 


ky . down an ane quantity of * viſcera, 
| Which 


n 5 
which by filling the rings may y produce Arie: 
ture and all its ill conſequences. 
| STRICTURE and its conſequencey, inflam- 
mation, mortification, and even death / may 
be produced by a truſs that is not properly 
adapted and applied, becauſe ſuch a truſs 
may ſuffer a portion of the viſcera to pro- 
trude, and by preſſing upon it, produced an | 
effect ſimilar to that occaſioned by contrac- 
tion of the abdominal ring, and which i in the 
end er be monly fatal. 8 


A ee, eee who has lately written 
about the treatment of ruptures, ſays, It is 
&« not difficult to conceive, that if a wound 

„ be made through the containing parts into 
« the cavity of the abdomen, that the viſcera 


1 [ 5 


1 


would fall out: this can only be in conſe- 


„ quence of a penetrating wound; but we 
6 


N 


find that a ſimilar effect, to a certain degree, 
takes place in the caſe of a rupture, fo far 
as relates to the diſplacement of the viſcera, 


a : „ when 


* 


FER 


* when Nl containing en have given way 
40 partially from within.“ This. account 
does not come with the ſtricteſt propriety 


from a man who brings evidence into a court 
of judicature, to prove that he knows more of 
the treatment of this diſorder than any other 


ſurgeon, and publiſhes a pamphlet to inform 


the public, that every man in his profeſſion 


(himſelf excepted) is an ignorant impoſtor; 


becauſe, it contradicts the evidence of his 
friends, and counteracts the intended effect of 


his publication; and is beſides manifeſtly i in- 
tended to revive the old exploded idea of the 


| diſorder. 


Ir was ſuppoſed, that the containing parts 


of the abdomen were burſt or broken, and 
that the viſcera were impelled through the 
opening ſo made; but modern practitioners 
have proved, that this is ſeldom if ever the 

caſe.* When the teſticle firſt goes out of the 


- 


* See Mr. Pott's Treatiſe, 


abdo- 


0 


* 
abdssten, it carries a portion * the peilto- 


* 


neum before it, which forms the tunica vagi- | 
nalis teſtis ; which, as the infant advances : 
f towards maturity, becomes fixed round the 
ſpermatic veſſels at their exit from the ab- 
domen, and prevents any future, communica» 
tion between that cavity and the teſticle : the 


| peritoneum is uniformly ſpread upon the 
| whole of the interior fide of the containing 
parts: the tendinous fibres of the obliqui 
extern} muſcles divide on each fide of the i in- 
ferior part of the belly, and form two aper- 
tures , through which the ſpermatic veſſels 

pals to the teſticles : and when no rupture has 
| happened, the opening in obliquus muſcle is 
filled, and that muſcle, the ſpermatic veſſels, 
and the integuments are united to each other 


by a quantity of cellular membrane: but 


+ When a rupture is formed before the nigh vagi - 


nalis is cloſed, the parts forming the rupture lie in 

contact with the teſticle, and forms the congenial 

| hernia, Pott en the congenial Hernia. 
t The ligamenti uteri in women, paſs through the 

ſame apertures, OR 

| when 
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when the irt the rupture deſertid”: 


| 7 the abdomen, they paſs through the 
apertures in the externus muſcle, by dividing 
the cellular membrane, and by inſinuating 
themſelves between the ſpermatic veſſels and 
the integuments, deſcend by degrees. into 
| the. ſcrotum. 


Tus being the alteration which always takes 
place in the ſtate of the parts which are connec- 
ted with the diſcaſe, the operations requiſite to 
perform the cure of a rupture are two, 1ſt. To 


return the protruded viſcera into the abdo- 
men, and to keep them there; and , 2dly, To 
reunite the parts. that have been divided by 

| this deſcent. The firſt is called the palliative, 
the latter the radical cure, ” 


Tur palliative cure ceaſes, when the means 
_ uſed to effect it are no longer applied ; the 


radical cure reſtores the patient to the ſtate ge 
was in before the accident happened; but he 


is as liable to get another rupture as he was „ 
1 . 5 firſt 


e F; e 
Eels The antient ſurgeons were of opinion, 
that even the poſſibility of a return might 
be prevented, and they recommended various 

operations for this purpoſe: but as they were 
5 horridly painful, and always proved inef- 
. they have long been laid aſide, and 

leſs painful, if not more effectual methods, 
adopted in their place. e 85 

ArrEx the method of performing tlie ra- 
dical cure by cautery, &c. was laid aſide, men 
of a certain deſcription attempted, and ſome 
do {till pretend to perform it by external 2 
plications, and with a certainty of. fucceſs : f 
this has been held forth not as a thing Fe 
may poſſibly be done, but as a cure that may 
be performed with as much certainty as the 
cure of any other diſorder, it deſeryes a little 
ſerious conſideration. After the protruded 


* Theſe are well known to every medical reader; 
thoſe who are not acquainted with them, may find a par- 
ticular deſcription of them in Mr, Pott's Treatiſe on 
Ruptures. 


EY | . 


6) 
viſcera are returned into the abdomen, thoſe 
parts that have been divided by their deſcent, 
muſt be firmly reunited to perfect the cure: 


every perſon that has undertaken to cure rup- 


tures by external applications, during the laſt 
century, has pretended to do fo by a ſecret 
_ nnknown to any but himſelf, though it has 


been proved that they are all the ſame +, and 
conſiſt principally of aſtringent ingredients 3 
to prove the certainty of theſe pretended 
infallible methods, it will only be neceſſary 
to enquire, whether aſtringent applications will 
cauſe parts that have been ſo divided to reunite? 


II they will, they may effect a radical cure, if 


they cannot, the diſeaſe cannot be eradicated 


by them: it appears to me, that the uſual 


effect of aſtrin gents is to contract the parts 
they are applied to, into a leſs ſpace than they 
occupied before; 5 therefore, when applied i in 
theſe caſes, they will , by contractin g thoſe parts | 
that are already united, have a tendency to di- 


+ See Houſton's Hiſtory of FE 


vide 


4 1 „ 


- vide inſtead of reuniting uch as are ſeparated 


from each other, and conſequently will not 
effect the radical cure of a rupture. The ſucceſs 


ot thoſe who practiſe theſe methods, confirm 
my opinion ; and the cures they boaſt of have © 


| generally proved to be ene invention. 


Ir Jv aſked, what is „„ 
thod to be purſued in order to perform the 


radical cure? If any chirurgical treatment 


could effect it, it could only be by exciting 


inflammation i in the parts; becauſe, nothing 


but a degree of inflammation can reunite the 
divided parts: if the degree of inflammation 
neeeſſary to produce the deſired effect could 


be aſcertained, if the operator was certain of 
exciting the preciſe degree of inflammation 


without exceeding it, and after he had done 


ſo, could tell when the cure was effected IF 


ſuch an attempt would be at leaſt excuſable ; : 


= but when it is conſidered, that the contrary 
of all this i is the caſe, and beſides that ſuch 


- practice would almoſt always injure the ſper- 
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matic veſſels as well as the teſticle, it cannot 
be ſurpriſing that no gentleman who values 
his own reputation, or his patients ſafety, 


_ would undertake to introduce fach methods 


into practice. 4 


l 
/ 


Tas only ſafe and probable, 8 A. no 


means certain method to perform the radical 
cure of a rupture is, to return the parts form- 

ing it, into the abdomen, as ſoon as poſſible 
after its firſt appearance, and keep them con- 

ſtantly there by the prefſure of a proper truſs ; 


: this preflure, if properly and conſtantly ap- 


plied, will effect the radical cure, when it 
can be performed at all; but | it 15 an event 


| that is in itſelf fo very uncerfain, and depends 


upon ſuch various combinations of the cir- 
cumſtances of the diſorder, its age and con- 
tents, as well as the age and conſtitution of 


the patient, that it can never be prognoſtica- 


ted with any degree of certainty. 1 have 


| known it ſometimes effected in a few months, | 
notwithſtanding wt circumſtance” of the 


_ caſe 


*Y 


1 

1 | 

caſe ſeemed to be unfavourable ;* and I have k 
ſeen caſes that haye reliſted the radical cure : 
for many years, notwithſtanding they re- 1 
ceived the beſt treatment, and every circum- | 6 
: ſtance ſeemed to be 1 in their favour: . ] 
1 4 HIS uncertainty of the event, 18 4 Very. = 
diſcouraging circumſtance for patients, who | 
are ſeldom contented with all the hopes of a DO 
cure, that gentlemen of the utmoſt candour f 
. and abilities can give * till they have ; | 
4 ci 
tried thoſe who boldly promiſe to perform 1 
impoſſibilities, and ſeem to inſinuate that 6e 6 


certainty of ſucceſs 18 proportioned to the 


— 9 


x* hw 3 patient of the late Mr. Falconar's, a man | 
who appeared to be near ſixty ; he ſaid he had his rup- 7. = 
ture near twenty years. Mr. Falconar had juſt relieved | 
him from the ſymptoms of ſtrangulation, and reduced 
his rupture; a truſs was applied, which he wore near 
twelve months, he then laid it afide, ſuppoſing he was 


7 
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well: I thought it was highly improbable that he ſhould 9 
be ſo, and adviſed him to continue wearing it, but he 0 
followed his own opinion. I have lately ſeen this man's | | 
fon, who told me his father lived near ſeven, years after 42 
I faw him, and never, made uſe of his truſs, or had the 4 
Jeſt return of his rupture, RI * 5 | 4 

| price PT 
n if. 
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| price they are to receive b for 1 cure: and as 
they are ſometimes materially injured by theſe 
| enterpriſing gentlemen, any obſervations that 
may tend to ſhew under what circumſtances & - 
cure ſo doubtful in itſelf may be effected, 
will be of uſe and importance to thoſe whoſe 

ſituation may render information upon this N 
fubject of any conſequence. r 


- WHATEVER a patient's age may be when a 
rupture firſt appears, there is a poſhbility of 
its being cured, provided the proper methods 
are uſed immediately, though the probability 
of the cure will be diminiſhed in proportion 5 
as he is advanced in life. Thoſe ruptures that. 
come on by degrees, ſometimes ſo gradually 
that even the patient does not know he has 
them till alarmed by their ſize, and are never 
attended with pain, are, I believe, ſeldom if 
£3 ever radically cured, at leaſt I know but of 
few inſtances of this kind; | becauſe, if they. 
are avk entirely compoſed of omentum, that 
viſcera forms che greater part of them, and 
. . 


„„ 
a n ft, inſinuates WI ſo gently 
and gradually between the parts, that the 
rupture cannot be ſaid to be produced by * vio- 
lence; for this reaſon, when the rupture „ 
returned into the abdomen, the parts that 
have been divided by its deſcent, will be leſs 
diſpoſed to reunite than they would be if they 
were ſuddenly and forcibly ſeparated: but 
when the deſcent of the viſcera, forming the 
rupture, is ſudden, and attended with pain- 8 
ful ſymptoms, if they are immediately res: 
turned into the abdomen, and a proper truſs 


applied, the patient will . be cured in 
8 a ſhort time. 


8 RuyTuREs of the latter kind are generally 


cauſed by ſudden exertions, or violent ex- 


erciſe: the former are often the conſequen- 
ces of relaxation or debility ; patients who 
get ruptures under theſe circumſtances, are 
more liable to have them on both ſides than 
men of any other deſeription : I have fre- 
quently ſeen that when a rupture on one ſide 

has 


n 9 
has bans reduced, and the parts ieh for- 
med it were kept in their natural ſituation 
by a proper truſs, a rupture will be gradually 
formed on the other fide : indeed I have ſeen 
this happen fo frequently that when Job- 
ſerved an incteaſing fullneſs on the other 
ſide, a few days after the rupture has been 
reduced, I conclude that a rupture will ſoon 
appear on both ſides, and have rarely been 
diſappointed i in my expectation. When this 
is the caſe, I think there can be no impro= 
priety in adviſing the patient to apply 4 
double truſs immediately; becauſe, the diſ- 
eaſe will moſt probably a appear on both fides 
if negleQed, and when it is neceſſary, and 
can be effected, # prevention is certainly bet- 


ter than a cure. 


 ALATE writer has faid, the —_— 

ought always to be effected if poſſible: 
this opinion, I believe, every one will agree 
with him, however they may differ from his 
manner of performing it, or his definition of 
the radical « cure ; the ſame methods muſt be. 
ey uſed 


N 


Wl to o effect abe radical 3 the palliative 
cure, VIZ. to reduce the rupture, and apply 


truſſes ; and as the latter 1s temporary, and 


the former permanent, when a patient is palli- 
atively cured, he is ſo no longer than while he 


wears his truſs ; but when he is radically cured, 


the parts that have been injured are reſtored 
to their natural ſtate, and therefore the truſs 


becomes unneceſſary. 


- 


n Ms fignification T have been 


able to attach to the terms radical and palli- 
ative cure; and the moſt eminent medical 


gentlemen have always beeh of the. ſame opi- 
nion. But the eminent are liable to error as 


well as the inſignificant; one man has ſome- 


times oppoſed and refuted errors, which has 
been univerſally received for truth by the 


greateſt men. The reader may poſſibly | ima- 
gine this to be the caſe in the preſent in- 
ſtance, when he i 15 informed; that Mr. Brand, 
o is . by Dr. Oſborne * to Know 


3 Ghberde proved it was his opinion, that 
| « Mr Brand treated rupture caſes better, and underſtood 


E Fed cdl 
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more of the treatment of theſe diforders than. 


— 


any other ſurgeon, ſeems to entertain an opi- 


nion, upon this ſubject, very different from. 


that which I have laid down. T would not 


be ought to ae his n * aſe 


4 TRE 
; 


«< more yy them than pg one elle. Being crofs> | 
« examined by the oppoſite counſel, and aſked what rca- # 


* fon he could give for believing Mr. Brand's method of 


4 treating ruptures was better than any one elſe, he re- 


5 lied, the be proof can give that it is my .OPINION,, 
ce ig, that when any patient applies to me with a rupture, 

I conſtantly recommend them to Mr. Brand; believing * 
* him to know. more of the treatment of thoſe di ſorders 


. than any other ſurgeon that I know of. 15 Accurate ace 
cunt of a late trial, by an anonymous writer, in the Gaxct- 


teer, Auguſi 18, 1783. _ 


Iwill not ſay Dr. Oſborne gave ſuch evidence; nor 
will I fay the anonymous writer has miſrepreſented 
what the Doctor ſaid; but I defire them both to con- 
fider the following caſe with attention. A. Who is an 
' Atheiſt, aſſerts, that, in his opinion, the Deity does not 
exiſt. B. Who thinks differently, deſires to know what 


© REASONS he may have for entertaining ſach an opinion ; 


to which the former replies: The BEST ROOF I can 
give that it is my opinion, is, that I conſtantly act in op- 
poſition to what are called divine and human laws ; and 
do not believe, that any being fuperior to myſelf exiſts. 


practice, prove the iruth of the * * . 
it is founded, 
2 


P— 


— 


. —— Quere ; does he, by AssEKTIxo the reality of his 


K „ 


* 95 


them, and therefore preſent the reader with 5 


the alen g e op! his work 


MM Bu An bye, P- 20s 44 In all rupture 
6 « caſes, capable of either the radical or pal- 


* liative cu re, truſſes are indiſpen/ibly nech 


66 * ſary.” He then ſupports this opinion by 


reaſons ſimilar to thoſe I have uſed on the 
ſame occaſion ; 3 from whence the reader 
ä might i imagine he intended to draw the ſame 
concluſions that 1 have done, if the follow- 


ing paſſage did not convey a very different 5 
meaning. P. 42. Whoever imagines that 5 
* the mere reduction of a rupture into its na- 
" tural ſituation, and the application of a truſs, 


is all that is neceſſary to enſure, a perfect 
cure, muſt not be ſurpriſed at being diſap- 


« pointed. 70 perform the radical cure of 


4a rupture requires more attention, perſe- 
verance, and circumſpection, than is uſu- 
6 ally beſtowed ; : it is a cure eafily miſſed, and 
may be eafily defeated ; and certainly is 
66 not to be depended on, from the method in 


66 which theſe diſorders are commonly treat- | 


: 66 ed.” . | 
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Wax the reader conſiders chat Mr. Brand 8 
wrote to Auſtrate the fucceſs of an in- | 
proved method of treatment and cure,” he 1 
al naturally expect to find ſome fnformiation 


relative to the nature and utility of this im- 


| proved method ; but 1 believe his curioſity 
will ſcarcely be gratified by the following ob- 


fervation, which contains the quinteſſence of 
his information on that head. P. 42. I 


ds performing the radical cure of. 2 rupture, 
60 although ſome refiramt muſt be complied 


« with, yet, if the treatment be proper, it 


0 will neither be attended with pain or dan- 
ger. An operation is only juſtifiable, or ab- 


6 ſolutely neceſſary, when the rupture is 


50 ſtrangulated, and cannot be reduced with- 


_ 


- £6 Out.“ 


Ax inquiſitive perſon may aſk the follow- 


ing queſtions If the radical cure 1s, not 


to be performed by an operation, or by the 


application of proper truſſes alone, of 
what kind are the 4 nor thot muſt be 
5 com- 


5 


2 


4 7 - 
„ 1 pry 


# [ 4 


8 wok wih? Are 2 relative to diet, 


exerciſe, or air? By what means do they = 


effect the deſired purpoſe ; and. how! do you ho 


know when that effect is produced ? Mr. 
Brand wrote for the uninformed; he, per- 


haps, did not think they would require ſuch 


particular information; but as I am con- 


vinced that many may wiſh to know more 
of his improved method of treatment and 
cure, than they can learn from his chirurgical 
eſſays; 1 ſhall endeavour to gratify their cu- 
rioſity, by relating the particulars of the fol- 
5 lowing caſe, in which it proved ſucceſsful. 


1 
- 


A PERSON, who had a ſmall and teen Bat 
nia, lately applied to Mr. Brand, who, n 
the rupture, applied one of his elaſtic ban- 
dages, and deſired him to call again in a few 
days he did ſo, and Mr. Brand took off the 
truſs, look d at the rupture, put the truſs on 
again, and deſired the patient to call again fre- 
quently: this improved method of treatment 
Was continued near two months, at the end 
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ey of ieh time Mr. Brand told the patient the 
| elaflicity of his truſs was. deſtroyed, and it was 
. neceffary to have a new one ; a new truſs was 
applied, and the ſame improved method of 
treatment was continued for two months lon- 
= ger, and then Mr. Brand told the e he 
= . 1 8 was radical ty cured. | 
| 1 5 
| 


1 WILL not take upon me to "I that Mr. 
Brand treats every patient exactly as he did 
bat [ have authority to declare this was 
| I did to perform the radical cure in this 
eaſe. It is well known that the preſfure of a 

truſs frequently effects a radical cure under 
f „ fimilar circumſtances, and therefore ſome in- 
credulous people have aſſerted, that the cure 
was effected in this caſe by the preſſure of the 
truſs alone: but thoſe who credit the impor 
nunce of the improved method of treatment 
and cure, will calily believe that Mr. Brard 
did, without any external application except 
his two truſſes, and even without the patient's 


Know led ge, perform the radical cure in this 
So „ caſe 
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. by an improved method of treatment 
0 hl 18 kann to none but himſelf, 5 29 


Ma. BR Ax in his 3 gives e 
| which I believe i is peculiar to himfelf : he lays, . 
p. 66. N and indeed it is no more than a pro- 
45 Per piece of prudence, in any one who may 5 
1 haye been perfettly cured of a rupture, to | : 
« wear a truſs afterwards as a prevention.” 
The, cure is not Tadical or perfect, till the 
patient is reſtored to the ſtate he was in; be- 5 
fore he was afflicted with the diſeaſe ; | and he 
is then no more Tiable to have it return than he 
vas to get it at firſt; and therefore Mr. Brand's 
prudent advice is unneceflary : or if ĩt is thought 
5 to be proper, - ſhould propoſe to make: a con- 
fiderable improvement upon it,' which. would 
afford more ſafety to the patient, and more 
profit to the profeſſion: it is better to prevent 
8 diſorder than to cure it; every man is as 
liable to get a rupture as he that has been radi- 
cally cured of one; therefore if Mr. Brand's 
advice i 1s Juſt, I would adviſe. every .man to 
wear truſſes, that by this means the diſeaſe 
: e might 


1 


might be exterminated from the earth, and all 
its evil conſequences averted from mankind. 


Ir is ſcarce neceſſary to point out Mr. Prand's 
reaſons for giving this advice : as the radical 
cure ofa rupture isa very important one, tle | 
man who'undertakes to perform it ſhould be, 
and probably will be, well paid for his trouble: 
as Mr. Brand ſays, it is a cure that is « eafily ly 
e miſſed,” as there i is no ſymptom by which 
it can be known whether the cure is effected, 
unleſs the truſs is taken away, and the rup- 
ture does not return, and as a return of the 
diſeaſe after it has been radically cured, muſt : 
be attended with additional danger as well as 
expence to the patient, it cannot be ſurpriſing | 
that Mr. Brand ſhould, for the patient 8 ſafety, 
as well as his peace of mind, give advice, 

which, if taken, will effectually prevent a 
return of the diſorder, whether it is r 


WO 


cured or not. 


Tur aner will is, by comparing theſe 
: quotations 


43 


quotations with what I have already faid, that 
Mr. Brand and F\think very differently upon | 


this ſabjet : indeed our opinions upon 


this ſubject are ſo oppoſite to each other, 
that nothing but my deſire to give the rea- 
der an opportunity of judging for himſelf, | 


could have induced me to quote any thing 
5 from Mr. Brand upon this occaſion: one of us 
muſt be wrong, the reader ſees both our opi- 


| nions, and the reaſons upon which they are 
founded, I ſhall not therefore attempt to bias 
his Judgment, but without adding any obſer⸗ 


vations of my own, leave him to reject 


= that which he thinks i is moſt inconſiſtent with | 


the truth. 


As ruptures cannot be cured, either pallia- 
| tively or radically, by any « other means than 


by conſtantly applying proper truſſes, it is 
| neceſſary to conſider the defects of thoſe inſtru- 


ments, as well as the conſequences of applying 


them, that we may be enabled to improve the 


methods of conſtructing them. Itis well known 
f L 


i 
j 


. ? 
that ifa truſs does not retain the parts which 
have protruded and are now returned into the 


abdomen, it will by preflir ing on them pro- 
duce an effect ſimilar to that occaſioned by a 
ftricture : this is a defect in the application, 
; not in the conſtruction of them, and = 
is not the object of my preſent enquiry ; ; 
mean to confine myſelf to the defects in i 
conſtruction; theſe may be divided into two 
claſſes; the former I ſhall confider as merely 
| ideal, the latter as founded in reaſon and 
woe | 
7b BELIEVE the former exiſt only in the wri- 
_ tings of Mr. T. Brand. He ſays, p- 62, of 
his Eſſays, 6 ] ſhall be aſked if a truſs that 
| 66 « preſſes ſo as to prevent the falling down of 
« the rupture be not compleat ? Certainly 
_ not ; becauſe atruſs may perform this of- 
- 6 fice, and at the ſame time be laying the 5 
* foundation of future miſchiefs ; ; for inde- 
I pendant of the injuries. that are often Alone 
« to the ſpermatic veſſels, &c. I have no doubt 
& but many ruptures are rendered radically 
" . incurable 


(35) 


4 incurable by truſſes that are capable of, and 

40 do prevent the deſcent of the rupture, from 
"46 hots producing a 4j Benfion inſtead of a co- 

. «. arftation of the parts through which the 
46 viſcera fall down. I am aware that it will . 
i at firſt appear ſomewhat paradoxical, thata _ 
* truſs that prevents the falling down of the 
200 viſcera can render a rupture incurable ; but 
c this i is a caſe in my opinton not merely poſſi- 
"i ble, but forms, I believe, one of the moſt 

*, common ſources of incurable ruptures.” 


Waarzvrx may be the ultimate conſequen- 
| ces of improper preſſure from a truſs that 
does prevent the rupture fromfalling down,” 
its firſt effects will be to produce inflammation 
in the parts it preſſes upon: inflamma- 


tion tends to produce adheſions between 
thoſe parts that are in contact with each other, 
and that tendency is increaſed when thoſe parts 
are by any means compreſſed : forming ad- 
.  hefions between ſeparate parts 1s the operation 
that muſt be effected to perform the radi- 

WW * EOS cal 
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cal cure of a rupture, therefore ſuch preflure 
would produce an union or courctation " 
inſtead of diſtending the parts "through 
which the viſcera deſcended. None but Mr, 
Brand can tell how a rupture is rendered ra- 
dically incurable by effecting an union of the 
parts through which the viſcera have de 


ſcended. j 


33 1 SHALL now produce the ſubſtance ef a 
i which is related by Mr. Brand, and which 
if ever exiſted but in his imagination, proves 
the truth of the firſt part of my argument: 
viz. that i improper preflure from a truſs will 
produce inflammation in the parts it preſſes 
upon, tho! he Jays the effects of inflammation 
in that caſe were different from thoſe that have 
been obſerved by any other ſurgeon. He ſays 

the patient purchaſed a truſs from a truſs- ma- 
ker, the preſſure of which produced one of 

the moſt violent inflammations in the teſtes 
that he ever ſaw, and in four days the firm, 
gilobular bodies of the teſticles Were diſſolved, 
and he found nothing i in their places but what 
ee 


0 WM 3 

appeared to bim to be two ſmall bags. 6 cons 
taining a little fluid, 3 | 

WE 


IT” is remarkable, that in weld of Mr. 


Brand's caſes, that are attended with no 


uncommon circumſtances, he always men- 


tions the names of the gentlemen who at- 
tended with him; but this, which is one 
of the moſt extraordinary caſes that can o- 
cur in practice, was ſeen by no perſon but 
5 himſelf; at leaſt he has not mentioned any 

gentleman that ſaw it. As his 7pſe dixit is the 
only proof of its authenticity; ; and as many 
ol its circumſtances prove it to be at beſt 
but apocryphal, Mr. Brand will certainly clear 


up the following difficulties, or Fan us 


to believe the caſe was fabricated, or at leaſt 


exaggerated to anſwer ſome ſecret purpoſe. 


Ir any external application is made uſe of, 


to excite immediate and violent inflammation, 


will not the effect be greateſt in the part the 


cauſe is "applied to? "This being the caſe, 
would 


8 


15 
” 
5 
11 
} 
Sy 
We 
* 
£3 
ia 
os 
N 
F. 
FS. 
”» A 
14,998 
8% 
$4 
5 - 
; 
F 
4 
4 
2 
} 
I 
4 
* 
# 
1 


8 ä 8 
— .. TYING? "ox CAR.) 
: 


— F Fee 
2 N 


» * a „ 
Wi: be. x CARER 
. + ſs 
— 
* 


5 + 35 5 
would not the pads of the truſs have ** 
the ſpermatic veſſels upon which they preſſed, 
before they could affect the teſticles, which 
were at ſome diſtance from them? But ac-⸗ 
cording to Mr. Brand's account, the veſſels 
remain perfect, and the teſticles were diſ- 8 


A | ſolved, This is a very improbable circum- 


ſtance; but to give him every chance of 


proving the exiſtence of his caſe, let us grant 


that it might be ſo, and proceed to examine 


the next particular ; the firm, globular bodies 


of the teſtes were diſſolved ! by what means? 
did they ſuppurate in conſequence of the in- 
flammation; or were the whole teſticles ab- 
ſorbed and carried into any other part of the 
body The obſtruction in the veſſels would have 
prevented that; but if Mr. Brand can diſpoſe of 


the inflammation and the teſticles, one difficul. . 


ty ſtill remains: the veſſels were perfect, con- 
ſequentiy the circulation was carried on; and 


as the teſticles was deſtroyed, the /iztle bags, 


which probably were the tunica alluginea of 
the teſtes, muſt have received the | blood 
from 


evidence of the relation will afford. 


| thoſe that haye a better foundation. In many 


+ SS) 
fin the arteries, and revuenail it _ the v veins. 
This being the cafe, the impulſe of the. blood | 
from the heart would have gradually enlarged 
the hitle bag, and formed a kind of ancu- 
riſm, or would have burſt, and let the 
blood into the ſcrotum : the conſequence of 
this, would probably have been fatal! But 
Mr. Brand fays, the patient is ſtill alive and 
> ell! io hoped he will not expect us to 
believe this caſe, till he has produced better 
proofs of its authenticity, than the internal 


1 rave examined theſe * to „ 
uſe of truſſes, perhaps with more attention 


than they deſerve; it remains to enquire into 


caſes, the degree of preſſure that is found ne- 
ceſſary to retain the viſcera within the abdo- 
| men, will produce inflammation in thoſe 
parts that are under the pad of the truſs; and 
as the ſpermatic veſſels are in that ſituation, 
| net are often affected; and in . 
of 


£ 46 ) 
of the communication betwen them tid the 
teſticles, the latter are Laid to be frequently 
injured by this preſſure the former event is 
common, the latter is very poſſible, and as 
, they both ariſe from the ſame cauſe, I ſhall 
firſt endeavour to ſhew what that i is, and after- 
wards deſcribe ſome i improvements in the man- 
ner of conſtructing truſſes, that in my opinion 

ä will almoſt, if not entirely remove . | 


{Warn it is 8 that this diſeaſe can on- 
ly be cured by keeping the viſcera in their na- 
tural ſituation, the firſt and eaſieſt remedy | | 
that preſents itſelf, is for the patient to keep 
his hand conſtantly upon the aperture: this 
would be effectual and would be attended with ; 
no danger, but as the patient cannot always ; 
keep his hand i in that ſituation, ſome artificial | 
means muſt be found to produce the ſame ef- 
fect; therefore as the preſſure of the hand 
5 would be the eaſieſt and moſt effectual means 
of retaining the parts within the abdomen, 
the truſs or inſtrument that is uſed as a ſubſti- 

tute 


K hn 7 
tate t on this occafion, ſhould be made to imi- 
tate the gentle preffure of the hand in every 
ſituation the patient may bave occaſion to place 
himſelf in. Fee Po er "NF 


| Many different machines have been made 


uſeof for this purpoſe, but as they have proved 


ineffectual, and are now laid aſide, it will be 
unneceſſary for me to notice them ; I hall 
only examine that which is now generally 
uſed, and is called the elaſtic 'truſs. This, 
tho' a ſimple machine, may be divided into 
two parts; 1ſt, the pad or cuſhion which is 
to be placed on the aperture through which 
the viſcera have paſſed, and 2dly, the circular 
ſpring which is to be fixed to the pad, and by 
paſſing: round the body is intended to keep the 
former to its place, and conſequenly prevent 
any future protruſion of the viſcera. 


As the aperture through which the viſcera 
paſs when they form a rupture, has a determi- 


nate form, and as the viſcera are impelled to- 
| 0 wards. 


42 0 

| owls it with Pe ugh the ** of the pad 
which. is to hinder the protruſion of thoſe 
parts ſhould. be correſpondent to the form of 
the abdominal ring, and ſhould be made of 
materials that are firm and incompreſſible in. 
themſelves; becauſe, if the pad is ſoft and 
compreſſible it will not -retain its: ſhape, the 


Vviſcera will force themſelves through the aper- 


ture, and by infinuating themſelves under the 
truſs, will deſcend as much as before ; and as 
the truſs will continue to preſs upon thoſe 
parts, the patient will be in a more dangerous 
ſituation than he was without it. This pad is 
fixed to the circular ſpri ing, which goes 
round the body, and is intended, by moving 
in an horizontal direction, to follow, and 
preſs upon the parts in every ſituation they 
may be thrown. into by exerdYe, labour, reſ- 
. piration, &c. 


Wr are now to examine how far this ma- 
chine i imitates the preſſure of the hand when 

e oo a fimilar occaſion : | the hand will 

aL: 1 2 got e ee 


6 


- 


0 43. ) 

naturally bs applied upon the p parts, and vary 

in the ſame degree as they alter their ſitua - 
tion; therefore i its prefſure will always de gen- 
tle, gradual, and never painful : but as truſſes 

cannot be directed by the ſame ſenſibility, 

notwithſtanding Mr. Brand ſays they may be 

| Judichuss in themſebves, they muſt poſſeſs a com- 

bination of different powers to enable them to 

pion: the ſame effe&t. 7 
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As the foring of the ruſs, conſtructed in 
the manner I have mentioned, moves but in 
one direction, and as the pad is fixed to the 
ſpring, it can only be exactly fitted to che pa- 
tient when in one poſition ; but as the various 
ackions of walking, riding, ſtooping, &c - 
occaſion conſiderable alteration in the relative 
ſituation of the parts that are under the truſs, 
it is abſolutely neceſſary to find ſome ſubſti- 
tute for the pliability of the hand, which by 
following the parts in every ſituation, prevents | 
any Lay. of the viſcera, by the moſt 


G2 uniform 


r 


> te 1 


- — tons K _ — IE i% 3 — — -_ 1 — 
— E mY _— = * 2 8 Ps 4 _ 22 fl =» 5 ISI 
"INS & 228 nr — 2 2 a. 8 Xx 6 5 oF: n . * * — * Wn E 1 9 == — — 
<-> 6796 8 ic - 5+ 28 > fer SH] 5 TIO ; — n % £ Ka . IC 4 5 - 
— 3 . e ot — —— N 22 e ore my 3 — . * — 2 your 
—— a _ . — * r as 13 — — — % —_— . 
— 7 :, — 0 — — 
F — — 


” 
2 Rs. — xa 


"(44 * 


uniform and Sent: preſſure; ; ; oa without . 
0 giving the patient any uncaſineſs, | 


* 


Tur ho of en boy uſually been : 


| ſupplied by making the, circular {pri ring 


ſtronger than it otherwiſe ſhould be, that 1 1, 


may be enabled to preſs upon the parts in 8 
every fitvation 3 ; and this is the cauſe of. all 


the! inconvenience complained of. | When the : 
patient is in an erect poſition, all the parts of 


2 the abdomen are- neareſt Aa perpendicular line, | 
| but when he ſtoops, the loweſt parts are re- 


0141 . 


4 moved. farther from that, fituarion ; ; if, there- 
; fore, the parts of theſe truſſes, preſs, upon 5 
8 the inferior Pro « of the abdomen, ſufficient | 


„% „ 


| the patient is 8 it 8 8 "ag 5 


much upon the ſuperior parts ; ; and when the 


f poſition i reverſed, the-prefſure will be too 


great upon the inferior parts; therefore, the 


4 preſſure is not only greater upon the whole, 


than it ſhould be, but as the change in the 
ftuation of the parts is continual, it becomes 
| hard 


155 .< 45 Þ 
a * and 8 and thus produces inflam- 
mation; and as the os pubis and the ſper- 
mati veſſels are always under the preſſure 
| of the truſs, thoſe veſſels are more liable to 
be inflamed than any other part: how far 
this inflammation may injure thoſe veſſels, or 


5 by being conſtantly kept up, affect the teſti- 
cles, which are connected with them, 1 will | 


> =o 


not take > upon me to 3 1 Visit 
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In MUST dot | be andcrfinod; een that 


every patient feels the effect: maſt are liable 


to it, but the extent of it depends upon the 


irritability of the parts, and the ſize of the 
rupture; becauſe, according ta the principle 
upon . thoſe truſſes are made, the larger 


ie rupture is, the ſtronger the truſs muſt be. 


This | principle. is certainly defective, and the 
conſequence of adopting it very pernicious. 
1 have made f ſome improvements upon the 
principle, and found the means to retain ru p- 


tures of any given ſize, with a third part of 


the force that has been thought neceſſary to 


r 


retain hom: * the common truſs and as the 
extra preſſure occaſions all the pernicious con- 
ſequences that are, or are ſaid to be produced 
by them; I it is reaſonable to n that 
thoſe effects will be diminiſhed, in 5 
as * nn of them 1 is removed. HEE 


„ . | 4 | 
10 ale nature 955 PIR diſeaſe, 4 the va- 
Wis of ſituations the parts are conſtantly 
throw into, are conſidered, it will appear 
by no means ſo eaſy as it has been generally | 
imagined, to make bandages that ſhall retain 88 
the viſcera within the abdomen, and with- 
out producing any other inconvenience ; be- 
cauſe, to make them perfectly, requires union 
of two very oppoſite powers, firmneſs and 
| Hlexibility; rheſe powers I have endeavoured 
to unite, and have combined in a manner 
that promiſes they will be, and as far as I 
have had opportunities of trying them, they 
have. been as ſucceſsful as I could with. 


: F # 


> 4 "fr" F hv © 
OM IS 5 x2 i Ts 2 
— % J * 


_ — >< — - 
= IT — lc. = roy} > d — — 
— _ — — — 3 ER . — —— 2 3 oat - == 
a * - N > - N 3 PA N * — . pt = by * "a „ — 
a * LS / LEON ; - = — fr e — De — = 
c oth r * 2 * = e LO 3 A VE EST 3 20 3 — > 
> > os Be WP 4 fr p 05 an LF 2,68 3 : ; | + +. WP r EW "7 SES 9 5 : * * 
* — * * * * = 1 — . >.< = * © \ TJ. * . - — : n n 1 
Os — e 3 Ao * — ——_ * * FE! — — —.— * * q 
— * - > SL — — OY * — — - py rw — — — — 1 os. = ens. oa ZIEER a AI: , \ N 
— — —— — e — . ⅛5 T 
— — 1 — * J 
— . - * ir þ , - 
K ; 
— ; ; 
— 5 ba 


1 wha ig en make use of a 
Eircular ſpring, ſimilar to that of the com- 


MON 


G 
mon ones; the pad is likewiſe made of tlie 
fame materials that are uſed for the common 
: truſſes, though it is much ſmaller; but in- 

ſtead of fixing them immediately to each 
other, they are fixed together by a flexible 

ſpring: thus, when properly a adapted and 

applied, the circular ſpring keeps the pad 

to its place, and conſequently prevents a re- 
turn of the rupture. While the ſpring un- 
der the pad allows it ſuch a variety of motion, 
that in whatever poſition the patient may 
place himſelf, it accommodates itſelf exactly 
to the ſituation of the parts, its preſſure is. 
uniform, gentle, and conſtant, and does not 
inflame, or create uneaſineſs in the Pars it 


is links to. 


"Pa advantages to be expected from this 
improvement are the following: Whatever 
degree of preſſure may be neceſſary to retain 
the parts forming a rupture of any given 
ſize, when the common elaſtic truſſes, it 13 
made why the circular ſpring alone; and if, in 


7 Re | con- 


« 4 » 
conſequence of the Frequent aha. in the 
relative fituation of the parts, the preſſure of 
this ſpring will retain the viſcera, when the 
patient is in every poſition, it muſt be made 
ſtronger than would be neceſſary, if it was of | 
a more complex nature: but as the preſſure 
from the improved truſs, is made by two dif- 
| ferent powers, each of them need be but half 
as ſtrong as the ſingle one, ſuppoſing the 
ſame degree of force to be neceſſary from 
5 each; therefore! its preflure will be leſs violent, 
and, conſequently, more beneficial to the 
patient. | 


Ir 18 _bkewiſe. to be ak ea in 
; ankles the common elaſtic truſſes, extra 
force has been ſubſtituted for the want of 

Power to imitate the flexibility of the hand, 

when applied on ſimilar occaſions; as the va- 
riety of motions the improved truſſes are ca- 
pable of, enables them to imitate that uniform 
and flexible preſſure With greater exactneſs, 
they do. not. requigs ſo much force upon the 
1 whole ; 5 


t 49) 
hill therefore, as leſs force is neceflain 1 in 


the firſt inſtance, and that is ſubdivided be- 


tween the different powers that compoſe the 


whole, the perceptible preſſure from the im- 
proved truſs, will not amount to a third part 


of that which is neceſſary from thoſe that are 
conſtructed in the uſual manner; and as all 


the inconveniencies, and ſubſequent. dangers 


that are to he feared from uſing the. common 
truſſes, | ariſe | merely from their preflure, the 


effects will ceaſe, in proportion as the cauſes 


of them are removed, conſequently, the im- 


proved truſs. will be. more beneficial than the 


common one, becauſe the preſſure upon the 


ſpermatic veſſels, and other parts that muſt lie 


under them, is ſo much leſs than what is ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary, from thoſe that are her. 
a conſtructed. Fats | 


| 11d n opportunities of trying 


theſe truſſeg, and always found them abſent 
my expectations. I have ſhewn them to many 


: eminent t gentlergen, who : approve of the me- 
H | thod 


try pal Heron 746" 

able caſes, in which 1 had applied them ſuc. 

—_— might have procured eertifi- | 

cCates from my medical friends, to ſhew the im- 

| portincy'67 de injprovemetr bot «lite re 

fllection convinced me of the impropriety of 

W a ſtep.” OCuſes may be invented, and 
tificates have been altered, or pilfered from 

the papers of the dead, and when thus ob- 

rained, have been publiſhed to give credit to 


7 


own itmpoſture: As the hiſtory 
roptare Eurers who have flou riflied during the 
preſetit century, would afford more than one 
inſtance of ſuch conduet, A ee certificates 
would prove at beft but a' feeble ſopport; 
therefore, 1 have made no uſe of them. 1 
have explained the principles upon which 
the i improvements are made, and if a continu- 
ation of the ſueceſs it has hitherto met with, 
does. not confirm its Tuperiority, it it can 8 . 
: fees ts fu into oblivion. VP ISSN n 
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BT in th preceding pages, only treat · 

ed of the conſtruction of. truſſes i in gene- 
ralz it may not now he improper to ſpeab of 
the more important part of the profeſſion, VIZ 
5 that of adapting and applying them i in par- 
 rieular caſes: in doing this, I ſhall | not at- 
tempt to give inſtructions for making chem, 
becauſe, as every caſe is, in ſome circum- " 
ſtances, different from the reſt, the truf] 
that are to be applied to it, muſt be different 
- from the reſt in ſome of its parts, and be ap- 
plicable to that caſe alone: nor ſhall I under- | 
take to give general directions to the patient, 
en the management of mne * 


„ 


5 ee ke 0 8 and e is 8 , 
general directions can be ſtrictly proper for 
5 particular caſes: | but as ſuch directions can 
only be given by thoſe who apply truſſes to a 
variety of caſes, I ſhall endeavour to ſheww 
what kind of knowledge is neceſſary to enable 
the man, whoſe profeſſion it is; to make truſs, 
= e to exerciſe that profeies. with propriety. 
Denen 


0 52 v 
re partic cularly iduerd to endeavour 
60 explain the nature of the profeſſion, „ becauſe 
it will give me an opportunity to ſhew the 
abfurdities of a pamphlet lately publiſhed 
on the treatment of ruptures; ; the author 
of which, do - not ſeruple to fay, That, 
ignorance of the nature, an conſequently 
of that diſorder, forms the diſtinguiſhing 
characteriſtie of thoſe whoſe profeſſion it is to 
make truſſes for the cure of it; and that all 
the incurable ruptures he has ſeen, were ren- 
dered fo by thoſe men, who are frequently 
the means of killing patients, whoſe lives 
would not have been in danger, but in conſe- 
quence of ſuch men applying truſſes. Though 
this man has preſumed to lay this heavy - 
charge againſt the profeſſion at large, he has 
not advanced a fingle argument to ſupport it: 
he poſſibly knew his cure was of a nature, 
that prevented all arguments in its favour, 
and therefore reſolved to do without them; 
but as he felt the neceſſity of ſupporting his 
charge by ſome means, he collected a train 
of fallacious circumſtances, and manufactur- 


ed 


0 


85 Pe” hs hind: he hoped would impreſs a 


following idea upon the minds of his readers, 
viz. that all truſs- makers are, and muſt be 
ignorant of their profeſſion, beeauſe they are 


not ſurgeons; and that he alone is capable of 
exerciſing the formet profeiegs, 2 | 


18 nga. the latter. 


0 8 


2 which have induced the man to 


| adopt this kind of conduct, in preference 
to a more candid, or honourable one, before 1 


attempt to diſcover whether the idea he 


wiſhes to enforce is juſt. He pretends to have 
a patent for making elaſtic truſſes, which he 
aps are more efficient than any others; but the 
fact is really this; the patent was procured 
by another perſon, who was afterwards le- 
gally convicted of obtaining it for an in- 
vention that was well known before the date 

of the patent. The preſent poſſeſſor procured 
it from the original holder, as well as ſome 
certificates that were given him to prove the 
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n e af the invention: «theſe he hip 
uſed with as little ceremony as if they had: 
| been ivenito: himſelf; but when forced to 
prove the. nature of his pretenſions, he was 
chligeck to confeſs that his truſſes are only 
commonly. called, patent ctaſtic-truſſes ; and he 
has not attempted to prove the certificates were 
| given to him. It cannot be ſurpriſing, 3 
5 when ſuch a man attempted to raiſe himſelf 
by depreciating the reſt of his profeſſion in 
the public opinion, he ſhould rely entirely on 
ſuch inſinuations; and as he has done ſo, an 
examination of the idea he intended to enforce, 
vrill prove the extent of his merit, and . 
hope weill place the charaQer of the 5 eſſiot 
in es kat we VIEW. 1 
Tale 1 be may wiſh te 
have it believed, that as truſſes are mechanical 
inſtruments or machines, the perſons Who 
make then, Ihould, and do only poſſeſs the 
degree of kinowiedge that is neceſſary to con- 
Al cho . can only be pro- 
2 : © 2 RY: 


0 KY... 
wa. applied by perſas who-wne-atqtainted = 
with the nature of the diſeaſe, they ran only ” 
be applied with proptiety, by the ſurgeon, and 
not by the makers of them: the änſinnatian 
is ſpecious, but a little examination will 
prove, that it is ie e te, N 
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2 Tron Jemvill men 8 
of a iprofefian, hen applied to an mat 
or ſct of men, includes an idea, that! the 
power of exerciſing that profefſion ip all its 
ſunqtions, is lodged in the perſon ar perſons, 
5 wre apply that name to. We do noto call that 
perſon a. watch · maker, who can anly. make 
5 ſome particular wheels of the machine; be. 
cauſq, though they are neceſſery to, they dp 
not, formthe/whole but the watch-maker is 
the perſon. who makes, or at leaſt combines 
the whole together, in ſuch. a manner, that 
it is enabled to perform the affio expected 
frami it, viz. to keep time with exaQnels, 
Truſſes are intended to cure ruptures, by 


er * n which form en! in their 


2444 £114 1 SEE £2 ol natu- | 
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. Anion! with the greateſt poſi W 


_ eaſe to the patient: this they cannot do, if. 
improperly adapted, or injudiciouſly applied; 


they cannot he adapred by a perſon who is ig · 1 


norant of the manner of making them ; they 


cannot be judiciouſſy adapted or applied 
by a perſon who is not well acquainted with 
te nature of the diſeaſe, and the ſtructure of 
the parts; therefore a truſs · maker ſhould be 
well acquainted with the anatomy of the 


parts, as well as the nature and conſequences 


of the diſeaſe, beſides the art of making his 


truſſes, or he is not competent to the exer- 


ciſe of his profeſſion.” If any proof is ne- 


ceſſary to ſhew-that the reputable part of the 
profeſſion anſwer this deſcription, the prac- 


tice of all medical men will be ſufficient, 
becauſe, when patients apply to them with 
ruptures that do not require the exertions of 


chirurgical {kill, they conſtantly refer them 
to the truſs-maker for the” N 8 85 relief. 


Ir is N thei uſe the cri 
ſhould be intimately acquainted with the 


5 


ſituation, 


— 
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; Gituation, u nature and conſequences of the diſeaſe 
that will come under his treatment, as well as | 


' thoſe which may be miſtaken for it, beſides 


being competent to the mechanical part of his 


| Prgfefiion. Let us now examine how far the 
qualifications neceſſary for this profeſſion are 


included in thoſe which are requiſite to form 
the ſurgeon. I believe a ſurgeon ſhould be ac- 
quainted with all the diſeaſes incidental to the 
human frame ; and his profeſſion is to remedy 


thoſe which may be cured, by the exertions 
of chirurgical {kill ; but does this {kill ex- 


tend to the art of making inſtruments to re- 

medy thoſe di ſeaſes which can be cured by no 

other means? Do they practice that art? 
No; but when ſuch caſes occur to them, they 


conſtantly refer them to the other profeſſion : 
the two profeſſions, though in ſome reſpects 


ſimilar, are materially different from each 
other. Was a truſs- maker to preſume upon 


his knowledge of ruptures, and practice ſur- 
gery, the world would call him guack ; and 
if that term ſignifies a man who undertakes 

e R a] 
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to praclice a 1 which b does not | 
tünderſtand, I think we may fairly call that 
ſurgeon by the lame title, Who ſays, or 
' infinuates, that he alone is qualified for the 


former profeſſion, and that he is fo, only 
becauſe he I is a ſurgeon, | 


_ 


Tur concluſions that T mean to draw Hola 


: this argument are theſe : that as ruptures can 


only be cured by the application of trufſes, 


all thoſe ruptures, whoſe ſymptoms do not 


require the exertions of chirurgical ſkill, be- 


come objects of the truſs-maker's attention ; = 


and as conſtructing, adapting and applying 
truſſes, are the functions of that profeffion, | 
as it requires a combination of different 
kinds of knowledge to execute its functions 


with propriety ; ; and as thoſe different kinds of 


knowledge: are not abſolutely neceſſary in any 


other, it is to all intents and purpoles, a diſ- 
tin& and ſeparate profeſſion ; therefore this 


man, by laying claim to merit in one profeſ- : 
n, , only becauſe he i is a member of another, 


proves 


ew» 


proves that his n. have no bande. 
tion at all. 


Nor WI TEST ANMD Ine this man- 8 b ; 
ure ſo very abſurd, I am of opinion, that, 
conſidering} the nature of his deſigns, and 
ſome other circumſtances, it was the. beſt he 
could have adopted ; becauſe the - medical 
world know he has publiſhed opinions which 
betray the greateſt ignorance. of the princi= 
ples of his own profeſſion; and ſo far as re- 
lates to his truſſes, he has tacitly confeſſed | 


himſelf guiltyof impoſition ; and if there is any 


truth in the old proverb, that, filence gives con- 
5 ent, he has allowed a ſuſpicion of ſomething 
of more conſequence to remain in full force 
againſt him, relative to the certificates. Con- 
ſidering all theſe circumſtances, very few ar- 
guments are neceflary to prove, that his me- 
Tit 1 at leaſt equal to en 
1 MAY be 54 if every man in the pro- 
feſſion anſwers to my account of it, or if 
12 Re there 


| En) 
there: are not ſome who anſwer the deſcription. 


given by this writer? It is not my intention J 


particular men ; therefore I ſhall only obferve, 
that his inſinuations are pointed at the whole, 


and they ire generally falſe, becauſe there are 


many, who have acquired great reputation in 
the profeſſion, which it is not reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe they would have done, had they been 


ſo deſtitute of knowledge, or ſo preſuming as 


he wiſhes us to believe they are. There are 
men in every profeſſion who undertake more 
than they are able to perform: : it is eaſy 
to conceive, that a man who has any prac- 


tice in this buſineſs, muſt employ journeymen : 


to do the laborious, mechanical part ; ſome 
men of this deſcription may imagine the 
truſſes, in part made by them, will acquire 
as much reputation when ſold by themſelves, 
as when applied by their maſters, without 
conſidering, that they are to the latter what 
the colourman is to the artiſt. They have 


— 


ſome recollection of the various inſtruments 5 


they | 
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they 15 made, and imitating 4 all 


leave the patient to pleaſe himſelf out of the 
number; I believe this deciſion is generally 


made by caprice. 1 will ſuppoſe, that in 


conſequence. of patients endeavouring to ſuit 
themſelves in this manner, fome bad ef- 


fects do enſue, and afk the moſt candid, who 
is to blame? A ſtigma ſhould not be fixed on 


the profeſſion on account of theſe. mens blun- 
ders, becauſe in reality they are not of thenum- 


ber: if any one is cenſurable on this account, 
it is the patient who puts himſelf under their 
cure, and who ſhould be no more ſurpriſed 
when he finds himſelf improperly treated, 


than he would be if he was to. employ a 


common bricklayer to build a villa, and when 


h done, diſcover it was not equal, ir point of 


convenience and taſte, to the deſigns of Inigo 
Jones. | 


L ately as publiſhed, Price 24, 
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ON THE VARIOUS 


' CAUSES AND EFFECTS 


OF THE 


DISTORTED SPINE; 


ON THE 


Hoes Methods uſually practiſed to remove that Dif- 
tortion ; in which that recammended by Mr. Pott is 
gonſiderod, and the bad Effects of YVacher's (commonly 
called Fones's) SPINAL MACHINE are pointed out : 
With the Deſcription of an Inſtrument that is better 
calculated to remove thoſe Diſtortions than any hither- 
to made uſe of, and that will not be productive of the 
pernicious Conſequences that haye been cauſed by moſt 
of the other Machines. 
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No. 46, FRITH STREET, SOHO. 
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Mr. Sheldrake, who unites a competent knowledge of anato· 
my to his mechanical abilities as an inſtrument- maker, endea- 
yours to recommend an improved inſtrument to remove diſtor- 
tions of the ſpine, Mr, Jones, ſome years ſince, propoſed an in- 
ſtrument, which was very ſimilar to one formerly deſcribed by 
Mr. Vacher of the French Academy, without acknowledging its 
original, though it was probably borrowed from Mr. Vacher. 
This machine frequently failed ; and we muſt own, that we 
ſhould, in ſuch caſes, rather prefer © the ills we have—than fly 
ro others that we know not of. The improved inſtrument by 
Mr. Sheldrake is certainly free from many of the inconveniencies. 
of that of Jones; and we are convinced, from other reaſons, 
| belides thoſe employed in the preſent pamphlet, that it can have 
no effect in diſtorting the pelvis, It may therefore be cautiouſly 
uſed, though it ought always to be laid aſide, if it give the leaſt 
pain: its principles are rational, and its execution is generally 

proper. We need not inform our readers, that Mr, Pott has 
only propoſed a method of curing the paralyſis of the lower ex- 
tremities, without any means of removing the diſtortion, He 
ſeems to think that it ſhould remain; but Mr. Sheldrake is of 
opinion, that its removal may be ſafely attempted by his ma- 
chine; and with the reſtrictions juſt mentioned, we can ſee little p 
objection to it,—-CriTiCAL Neri, 


